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Satire’s my weapon; but [’m too disercet 
Zo run a-muck and tilt at all I mect. 


TI only wear it in a land of Iicctors, 
Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Directors. Porr. 





STATE PRISONERS. 


AN ADDRESS TO THE PIOUS LORD SIDMOUTH, 


On the refusal of the Reading Gaoler to admit Lord 
Folkstone to certain parts of the prison, 





My Lorn, 


It was not my intention to have conferred upon you the 
importance of being addressed particularly in the pages of 
the Dwarf. Expecting nothing from your sense of justice, 
not hoping any thing from an appeal to yourclemency, you 
would have been suffered to cling, with but accidental 
notice, to an office for which you seem peculiarly fitted, in 
an age when every generous impulse is prohibited by act of 
parliament. Circumstances obligemetochange mv purpose, 
and having no time to lose in preface, [must then pro- 
ceed to business. Your Lordship is sénvcere, and a lover of 
sincerity. My plainness will therefore not offend you. You 
were not born to be great, nor designed to be guilty. You 
will never weild the sword of indiscriminate revenge. 
You are incapable of the vices or the virtues of ambition. 
To be in office is your object :—whether as head Goaler, or 
Secretary of the Home Depariment is of no moment. You 
entertain no criminal designs against the liberties of your 
country. You only wish to preserve your place. You 
will do nothing without LAW, it cannot be said you wil! 
do nothing against law; but then the laws you offend are 
old, and obsolete; and besides difficult to reconcile with 
the preservation of your post. The new ones, suit all 
your purposes much better. This is natural. ‘They were 


made to suit them: and he must be a worse cobler than- 


your lordship, and your colleagues who cannot make a 
thoe to fit the foot for which it was made, Tam ready to 





do you all imaginable justice, and to admit that you have 
had reason for all your proceedings. TI cannot allow that 
“the constitution” was in danger, Yet it must be con- 
fessed your secreturyship was in great danger. The peo- 
ple were aware a much better Secretary could be found; 
and not wise enough to perceive that to wish for your re- 
moval, was to wish to destroy the constitution. Indeed it 
was not then high-treason to wish all the administration 
changed or hanged, Lut it was very proper that it should be 
high treason, and you‘have accordingly amended the law. 
Yet the wish may still prevail, although few will be indis. 
creet enough to shock your piety with the declaratioh. 
[ give you full credit for your fears, and the necessity of 
the precautions you have taken. Without them, perhaps 
we should neither been blessed with your piety, with the 
Chancellor’s candour, with the Premier’s inanity, with 
the modesty of Mr. Canning, with the mercy of Lord 
Castlereagh, or the meckness and humility of the blushing 
Rose. All these virtues, and their virtuous owners, might 
have passed, not to the grave of the Capulets, but into 
that obscurity from which they rose like feathers conspicue 
ous and pendant from their Jightness, 

I write not, my lord, you will perceive as an enemy. 
Indeed Lama friend; and my anxiety for your character, 
has induced me to put aside ceremony, and address you as 
familiarly as if we were fellow-statesmen, Like the Ro. 
man, who entered the tent of Pyrrhus, in the night, I 
come to warn you of a danger into which your piety may 
lead you. A man frequently suffers more from his de« 
pendents than from his opponents. Lord Bacon was not 
worse served than Lord Sidmouth. IIis servants ruined 
him. Yours may possibly injure yous but your superior 
virtue will preserve you from ruin, as Jong as it preserves 
your place, By the newspapers it appears that a mivion 
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of your lordship’s, oue Eastaff has again had the presump- 
tion to refuse Lord Folkestone admission to behold the 
objects of your incarceration, It is unfortunate that even 
the colour of a pretence should have been altorded to Lord 
Folkestone for the right he claims. The act authorising 
magistrates to visit prisons should have been repealed. — ft 
Was 2 pious oversight In your lordship to sutler it to rewiain 
on the amended statute book; for nothing of mercy, or 
justice should be found there. Atl should be solid and 
substantial LAW, This is an age in which severity is ne- 
ecssary ; and the sins of the fez ought to be visited upon 


the heads of the many, ‘The multituce : ftor able to 
bear the lash. Custom, which has multiplied Gicis ot:5 9% 
has inured them to «&stigation, All laws that remind caom 
of their rights er their importance, are @angecous; and a 
Jaw permitting an hoxest magistrate to examine «9 dens of 
ministerial persecution — not to remain unre;  aled for 


an hour, J shall presently shew your lordship tiot it is 
policy notwithstanding to admit such visitors; 1 the» 
bhould not be admitted by law:—it should be @ mere mat. 
ter of your especial grace and favour. Lot the first pica. 
sure of the ensuing parliament repeal thie authority fur @a- 

istrates to be impertinent, an@ reauirving g@elera to be 
civil, In the interim perhaps a new “*crecuLAn,”? as ai. 
telligible as the last, and as conformable to what shou’d 
be law, may induee the Berkshire magisiracy to restore the 
suspended gaolcr, Nobody save yourself and your col. 
Jeagues should be enabled to suspend, It is your proper 
avocation, and it is little less than treasou to imilate your 
conduct. 

It isno disparagement to secret imprisonment to say that 
the worst of tyrants bave been most addicted to it. It is 
indeed the worst punishment that cau be inflicted. The 
open murders of Scylla were mercy to the sceret incarcera. 
tions, and Jengthened tortures of Tiberius, Tt is not, iow. 
ever, on the ground of its oppression, that J address your 
Jordship. ‘That, probably, would only the better recom. 
mend it to your patronage. IT implore no compassion for 
your victims. My prayers might heighten their afflictions, 
{t is out of mere tenderness to your churacter that L claim 
your attention, What may the world think of a conduct 
which has characterised all the tyrants for whom we have 
been from childhood taught to lisp abhorrence and disgust. 
Secret imprisonments naturally lead toa thousand suspi- 
tions, which not even the piety of your lordship can repress. 
When a tyrant immures his victims, the public imagination 
and sympathy go with them, to the endurance of every tor- 
ture. The public eye sees them stretched upon the bed of 
solitude and sickness. The public ear is appalled with their 
perhaps imaginary groans, All that fancy can picture of 
torture, is present to the mind, and if they were guilty as 
the first murderer, the punishment is censured as Les ond the 
erime, A statesman that would govern long should never 
suffer the public sympathy to follow his sentences, But the 
mublic sympathy will always follow the solitary incarce- 
ration of men without anaccuser besides their judze-—with. 
out any other offence than the suspicion of those who im- 
mure them. The murders that have been committed on 
guch occasions; the impunity which the silence of a dungeon 
etiers to the deed of the assassin—the alacrity with which 
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| the minions of power have administered the dagger, or the 


bowl, to fulfil even an imagined wish on the part of the in. 
carcerators —all these ideas crowd at once upon the mind, 
with the mere mention of solitary confinement. Itis in 
vain to say those crimes are not to be apprehended now— 
that they were the characteristic of more barbarous times. 
The age in which they were committed is fresh in our re. 
collection; aud the same passions are yet alive in the human 
composition, as thirsty for blood, and as eager for revenge, 
as When the human savage prowled in relentless fe rocity 
over the pathless desart, or through the deepening wood. 
That your lordship cannot contemplate, and would not ex. 
ecute, or sanction such atrocities, will be admitted; but if 
you establish ihe system you are answerable for all the evils 
‘hat may ensuc. "The assassin of future times may take ad. 
vantage of vour restoration of a practice which arms him at 
once with impunity and opportunity. The fate that is re- 
served for England is yet uncertain, She may recover the 
tarnished lustre of her once resplendant fame. She may 
tose that fame for ever, and her sun of glory set ftually in 
the misery and oppression which seem preparing to « ntomb 
ier grcatness. Shouldshowever, the genius of despotism over. 
shadow ue; should we exehange our liberty for chains, our 
happiness for auguish, and our past prosperity for endless 
ruin; do not, my lord, add to the weight of evils that will 
wellenigh be insupportable. Do not arm the assassin in the 
long nigh t of national decay. Do not introduce a system 
in which a life of anguish may precede a death of torture. 
If victims there must be, Jet them be snatched boldly in thie 
face of day—tear them at once from society, and dispatch 
them to ** the bourne from whence no traveller returns.’’ Lt 
is not death that ts horrible. It is the misery of an exist. 
ance which merits neither the name of life or death, 

There is, besides, another consideration which, if yous 
Lordship values reputation, is of more importance. And 
your piety cannot render yeu quite indifferent to that which 
even robbers value among cach other, It is possible that 
the distraction of a long confinement may produce in the 
minds of your victims the despair that may lead to suicide. 
I shall not enter into a disquisition upon the moral guilt that 
would attach to your lordship in such a case; although, 
supposing your victims innocent, or even indiscreet, there cau 
be no quesden but a heavy moral responsibility sests upou 
the head of him whose treatment of a fellow-creature drives 
him to such a dreadfal termination of his miseries, The 
‘accusing angel,’? while he blotted out the guilt of crime, 
would write down, in the blood of the victim, the condem- 
nation of the incitement to the deed. How the scat of 
eternal power might dcal with the inciter, is not for me te 
conjecture ; but that the measure of puntshment would be 
too heavy for any one to provoke, may be gathered from 
our limited conception of eternal yuscice. It is not, 
ever, on this ground that I rest the appeal to your lordship. 
It is upon the opinion which the world would pronounce 
upon such a fatal result of solitary in:prisonment. Were 
you not a party, what would you imagine, in the following 
suppositious case ? 


LOWe 


The agents of authority betray a man into conduct which 
authority way deem suspicious. The wretch suspected ts 
seized and incarcerated ina solitary dungeon, No declara. 
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jion is made of his seizure. lis neighbours probably know 
that he has been seized, but there their knowledge ends, 

lis crime is uaknown--but he is suspected—his accusation 
i3 nothing but suapleton—and hes accusers are his gaclers 
and his juderes. No one is permitted ta see him— 
nut even a magistriafe—not even Lord Folkstone—whose 
caaractir is beyond suspicion as a lover of order, and a 
friend of justice. This is not the first dime he has been so 
refused. The gaoler, ao apt minion of despotic power, has 
before denied adinittance to the noble lord; and having 
been condemned for an outrage on the law, and apologized 
for such an outrage, he again outrages the law, and forfeits 
all Gf hones that can be supposed moulded in the composi. 
tion of agaoler! What can be his motive for such a crime? 
He hazards his place by vielating the law, and loses his 
place for such aviolation. Does he so much delight in the 
commission of evil, and the indiction of wanton punishment, 
that he undertakes the responsibility of violating law, and 
insulting humanity, for a barbarous amusement? This 
cannot be credited. Ife must have acted from superior 
orders :—and calculates doubtless upon protection and re. 
muneration for his zeal in preferring the mandate of a ser. 
vant of the crown to the Anown laws and custum of the 
land, What HONEST MOTIVE can be assigned for this 
wanton persecution of the wretched?) None whatever. And 
while no suficient reason can be given, every disgraceful 
one, must and will be imagined by the people. They will 
not believe the man can be guilty who remains unaccused., 
They will not believe that his treatment can be merciful, 
while every avenue from which his complaints might escape 
is closed around him, and he remains at the mercy of those 
who have suspended, and those who have dared to violate 
the law. Should the wretched being fall a victim to disease, 
will not his disease ve attributed to the unmerited severity 
of his imprisonment? Is hea prey to any malady, will 
not the fa'al termination of such malady be assigned to the 
wideserved accumulation of bis sufferings? Do you ima. 
gine that the public are not aware that there are modes of 
treatment as efficacious in proenving death as private assas. 
sination, or open murders and though you and your agents 
may be free fronthe guilt, a concomitance of circumstances, 
added to the horror which secre! imprisonme.it never fails 
to inspire, may fix tpon all an imputation woick time and 
truth may never be able to remove. Phat a ceneral acmis- 
sion to the apartments of @ maa whomit might be necessary 
to imprison woul: be improper inay be geanted 5 bot che 
necessity of imprisonment sould be clear, Pall adimitted 
to the accused whom business or ailection presented at the 
gates of his dungeon, 

The continued imprisonment of the Messrs. Evans, al- 
though they are not so closely incarcerated as io be closed 
against all enquiry, will neither tend to increase your re. 
putation for wisdom or for justice. No oue bo lieves them 
guilty of any other crime than of having tacurred your 
displeasure. You have not, you dare not accuse them of 
any other crime. [tis your pleasure, and ihat of your 
colleagues, that they should breathe the air of a dungeon, 
You are convinced they were not parties tu the riots on the 
second of December. You are satisfied that they did not 
syen engage in the horrid (reasen of endeavouring tg bo. 


fain a parliamentary reform, There is no ground for the 
shadow of a suspicion against them, for their attachment to 
the Spencean doctrines is not the canse, alleged or real, of 
their continued confinement. Do you, my lord, not appre. 
hend some probability of being called (in hearen at least) 
to an account for this waut of magnanimity ? Can your 
piety reconcile this oppression with the pure account you 
are prepared no doubt to render at the tribunal of your 
Creator? Will those petty sacrifices to pride and punce 
tilio which detain them in prison, be reccived in the Chan. 
cery of HIeaven as sufficient reasons for the wantonness of 
immuring the father, and destroying all the youthful pros. 
pects of the son, whose talents and virtues would be aa 
honour to yourself ? 
of that happy region lament 

That man! proud man! 

Dressed iu a little brief authority, 

Plays such fantastic tricks before high Heavea, 


As makes e’en angels weep ! 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


———— 





T. I. would be little gratified with the register of places and dates 
that have composed the life of the Editor. 


The Editor will make the best use of the “ Gleaner’s communi- 
cations. 


‘« Co-operaticus,” will be inserted the first favourable opportunity. 
The Jetter of ** Cerberus’? must have been written under a most 
dreadful time of despotism, for it is quite incomprehensible. 
The Inquisitor, and an American Indian are received. 
The Editor was not the author of the Essays mentioned by B. 
TRIALS AT DERBY. 
These trials will be fully neticed in our next. There are several 
curious points that demand comment: aud we shall not spare 
such remarks as shall be necessary, when the whole view of the 


case is before us. 
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LELTTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF, 


-_--- —  - — 


From the Black Desarf in London to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan, 
- 
Evidence of distress ta Englaund—land desertcd—peeple starving— 
means of remedy—diminution of expense—shewn bo be casy. 


[ resume my letter to thee, friend of my heart, with the 





Warmest atlection, ‘Jhou art but the more endeared to me 


Or will vot the wtherial inhabitants. 
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by the distance that divides us, ! dwell with transport on 
the hope of one cay seeing thee again, and rec: yuntis iz to 
thee underthe shade of the vine, my victssitudes an id my 
adventures in this land of care, But shall Lever revisit thy 
peaceful habitation? Shall L ever again press the land 
where slavery and interest combined, reader tie fgnorant 
and weld fed peasant as happy in the chains he wears, as 
the Prince and Bonze in fastening them geutty on,. Siial! 
I ever leave this clime of contradictions, where Siberty 
offers her choicest blessings to the heart that will embrace 
hier—where multitudes, wish, vet fear to follow the im. 
pulse of her charms ;—where famine mocks the labour that 
would carn its food—and the land untilled and abandane ‘d, 
presents a desert in the midst of civilizaiion and re fine. 
ment. Canthere, my friend, be a stronger mark of some 
inherent defect in the government of a country, than to see 
millions of acres out of cultivation, and yet a great pro. 


portion of the populace clamouring in vain for foods 

It would be possible, ix a small country entirely cultivated 
to an extreme which admitted of no encrease, that pope. 
lation encouraged by plenty, and fustercd by véréuc, mizht 
pass beyond the means of obtaining food for all, from Lire 
bosom of the circumscribed soil they mig':! ivhahit. 


it has never yet 


This state of things is merely possible. ' 
Pleniy and vé 


occurred—and it is probable it never will, 
tue could alone produce such aa event; and prorideice 
has seemed to provide such certain antidotes to plenty and 
virtue, in the profusion and vices of Kings and Slinisters 
of State, together with those kind héips to destroy redund- 
ant population, called generals, admirals, &c. that a coun. 
tercheck hitherto very effectual, has been found in aleoun. 
tries to the too great increase of rr iw human species. The in. 
human part of the creation has indeed been carvied d bes ond 
all imaginable limits; and it were to be wished, that the 
Sood of this latter class were exheusted; that they conta 
five no longeron the folly, the credulity, tie madness, and 
the blood of the human race. ‘There would then be some 
hopes, that being compelled to eat each other, the race of 
political and religious cauntbals would be e x tinguished, aid 
men be left to atiend to their own concerns, and to copy 
the divinest attribute of the Creator by doing good. Cne 
of the writers of this country, named Maltius, soe 
years past alarmed the nation about the possibility of a 
want of food; and advised the people as aremedy not /o 
marry, and procreate families, which must certainly be 
Starved themselves, or in the persons of their descend. 
ants some centuries hence. The eilect threatened has been 
realised; but not from the cause which was announeed, 
Cultivation has not yet reached its possible height. Much 
Jand in this country has never been subjecte d to the 
Jabour of industry ; and much more remains in an imperfect 
state of culture. Nay much highly cultivated land is luing 
waste, and invites an easy means of produce, while ¢hou. 
sands are actually famishing by degrees for want of sufll- 
cient food!* [Lt is not now tiat the earth cannot produce 
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* Factssupercede all reasoning. 
October 1817, and before me is lying anewspaper, the Penes of this date, 
which contains the following verdict, delivered by a Coroner's inquest 
at Wakefield last weck, on the hody of an oldman named Robert 
Foster :—** Found dead, Stanvev vo Dearit, nearly naked, iaving oa 
meather hat, coat, shirt, por stockings, Upou Woodmour, iv the parish ot 
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food; but that the weight of the demands of the siate, ren. 
der it an «@hsolute loss for the farmer to culticate hés 
vround, for the poverty of this country, ara thy plent 

of its neighbours, renders the produce of the land ja Bae 
eland worth less than it costs to manure and to fill the 
ground, and to nay the taxes, the poor-rates and the tythes, 


The —— thus imposes the curse of barrenness epon tlic 
earih ; and threatens the population with famine, because 
the farmer cannot pay for leave to cultivate his grown’, 
A farmer in England is called upon (to) pay Fé UTR 
RENTS for his land. His first is the direct rent which 
pays under éhat name to his the p ropr ric tor, 
He pays a second to the state, wnder the wame of TAXES 

a third to the parish, under the name of POOR RATES: 
and a fourth to the priest, under the name of TY THES, 
These are the direct payments that he must make, and which 
of themselves, at present, amoul {to more in many Cases 
than the profits of his land in moderate seasons. Often 


' 7° , 
> aaa y* 
anGror tis 


they amount to the value of the whole produce, as I 
am credibly informed.—leaving the poor oe 


destitute of any recurn labour, his ingenuily,-~ 

and fis capital. Shoutd any thing _ he must énd/. 
rectly contribute still more to oy stafe, in taxes upon all 
he eats or drinks, or wears: and upon ‘all that his family 
may sfaud in need. Lu additien these calamitous cir. 
cumstances, a fictdé prosperiiy, creatcd acerdentally, to 
rob him of tiis capital, and induce him to Itndailto the sys. 
fem of wars, taxation, and paper curreacy, has ieft him 
noching of the fancied abundance in which for a short pe. 
riud he supposed himself to exist. Tle has awakened as 
from the possession of a theone in a dream, aud starts to find 
himselfat the portais of# prison. Tt is ia vain that he toils 
onin the hope that fortune ov same blind chance will better 
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his condition, Tt he system is franght with ruin, and he 
must sink at last, him strngcle as murch as he will 
with his fate. ‘4 he order of things is inverted. The far- 


mer is compelled to wish for “_s it seasons, that his 
produce may fetch ahigher price, Should his wish be ful- 
filled, his wants yet press har d upon him :—the tax-gatherer, 
that ‘har; y of the state, will give no delay:—he wust dis- 
pose of bis stock to another for an immediate supply, and 
‘he additional price is not a benefit te him who cannot 


watt for it. Ou tho contrary, a good season producing 
abundance, Jowers the price. while his taxes, his poor 
rates, his rents, and his tythes remaitos the same. He 


that no event can extricate him: 
prospect of relief. All that he 


is 80 completely involved, 
nothing affords him any 


cuando, is but to prolong a series of sirugyles which must 
end in ruin and despair. The fall of one accelerates the 


fall of another. <A third succeeds, anid the rest perceive 
that they must shorily follow. When a fariner is ruined. 
anda farm desert ted, it is not mercly the ih y of the farme: 
that suffers. He had a number of Inbourers, and Bepe nidents 


They also had families, who were supported by their em. 

ployment. All these are driven by the system which has 

ruined their master into the arms of the parish for relic’. 
i 








Sandal, inan open vagrant cart, without any covering but a little 
been 


straw!’ Jf this man bad stolen a loaf of bread, he migit have 
eo; 


hanged! Vict de these acserve who had slolen fiom him the means @ 
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Those who yet holdup are additicnally faxed tu WP oor rates 
for the support of the reincd farmer and his family, and al 
his servants :—thus an additional burthen is laid upon 
their shoulders, which when it bends them to the earth, is 
only removed to the shoulders of others, with the certainty 
of producing the same effects. Allowing for the difference 
of circumstanecs, the same effect takes. place in all the 
manufacturing districts: and the general ruin is only the 
prelude to further national distress. Yet the wise gover. 
nors of this people take no steps to avoid, or to alleviate 
the evil. They even talk of adding to the burthen of 
taxation, instead of lightening it, They seem to me to re. 
semble the captain who saw his vessel gliding into the vor. 
tex of a gulph which he could not shun; so he calmly gave 
orders to stir the fire, and hasten his dinner, lest he should 
be swallowed up without his last meal. 

Some few priva‘e speculators have been devising reme. 
dies, but the obvious mode of relief is not touched upon by 
any one. It i3 probably known that rather than have re- 
course to it, the rulers of this country will hazard the con- 
vulsions that must distract a state situated as thisis. There 
is scarcely an official officer who has not amassed a fortune, 
at the expence of the country. What injustice would there 
be in cailing upon every one to restore one half of what he 
has saved; for the fact of his having saved, proves that he 
has been overpaid for Lis services. It is in vain to say, 
that if he had been engaged in trade, or agriculture, he would 
have saved as much. Itis evident he could not. Ife must 
have shared the fate of the farmer and the merchant, and 
participated in the common ruin, which a bad system has 
entailed upon tie nation. In addition to the placemea and 
pensioners refunding half what they have saved from the pay 
or pillage of the nation, thes say oe be put upon half-epay 
as well as the wounded suldicr. Less than that would doubt. 
less be a ful compensation for all the services they are re. 
quired to do; and as they are fit for nothing else, they ought 
to be glad to compouud with the people, for whatever the 
public can afford to pay. It is true, they may decline to 
serve the public on the public’s terms; but if they should 
refuse the half, the nation may save the whole, for in three 
cases out of four, it will not be necessary to name any suc. 
cessors to the present hirelings. The nation would be bet. 
ter served by abolishing three-fourths of the offices. There 

can be no just reason assigned why any man, except the Re- 
gent, or any woman, except the Queen, should be allowed 
more than five thousand pounds per annum, for any services 
that the state requires. Yet here it is not uncommon to 
give many times that sum for no service at all—often for ab. 
solute injury; and often from mere caprice; and in almost 
very case Where large salaries are paid for doing mischief, 
and large pensions are given for deing nothing, the parties 
Who receive such pensions and salaries, ure men already 
possessed of large fortunes. perhaps acquired in a sémilarly 
nontest wav, by their ancesturs. They are thus enabled to 
procced generation after generaiion, in the accumulation 
of property, which can never be wanted for the enjoyment 
of the most Me ined tuxt iy, ad which is almost always em. 
ployer i ia the cor cup tion or the degradation of the people. 
This my friend is the system which thou hast heard extolled 
$0 lou dly abrowl: this is the system which has been held 
up to the «d viration ef a wonderin if W orid! And well 
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micht that world wonder to see a nation succes fully de. 
prived of its rights, om t robbed of its property, by a spe- 
cies of political juggling and deception, when that same 
nation had encountered and defeated both political and re. 
ligious ca ie in all ifs direct advances, and open af. 
tempts to subjugate and destroy its liberties and welfare, 
The art of governing in England means only the art of 
RALSING TA XESS; in other werds, the art of govern. 
ment, is only the art of impoverishing the nation, for the 
sole benefit of the most worthless, and the most depraved, 
and the most venal. When the Ministers of the Crown 
found that the nation was not be enslaved by force, they 
had recourse to stratagem ;—having got out of the reach 
of his horns, they seized John Bull by the tail, and having 
now driven him until he is nearly distracted, they calla 
mad bull ! a mad bull! and threaten to hamstring : and maim 
him for life; or perhaps they may be kind enough to 
suspend his existence, in revenge for his groaning 
and roaring so out of all ministerial harmony. <A re. 
view of the progress of seo will shew that the an. 
cestors of this people did not subscribe to the doctrines, tha! 
‘fwhen atax is once imposed, 1 can never be tahen of 
and that the nation can continue to bear what ir 
wil who 
‘ound.? 


* again, 
‘¢ pas once borne,’? which are the arguments of 

recommend the people to wait °° wrlél dhings come i 
[f the tax-gatherer would also wait un/il things come 
round, the argument would have more force; but as the 
tax-gatherer will not zat, nor his masters spare, the poo. 
ple have no resource but to endeavour to make (hings cone 
round as speedily as possible. ‘The best way to make thei 
come round, will be to reduce the expenditure; and noe 
merely to reduce if, but to pare it to the quick. By the 
following table we shall see how rapidly an expenditure cua 
be reduced, when people are in earnest about it. 


Taxes levied in 1066 by William the Conquerer £409,009 


SED ntceccea SOOO ebencseeves (paneseee seceus 80e OR 
DOM ccc wsaed BE cehsanacdaene err ee er 190, 0%) 
ee BG 6655444 Cae w ses ees jsaee . 139,000 
BELO woccccs TAGS ccccccecccccscessccvese .. . 100,900 


It appears that the taxes imposed by William the Con. 
querer were reduced three-fourths, in the live following 
centuries ; and reduced too while the nation was becoming 
better able to atiurd to pay them had it thought proper.# 
Parliament however soon became enslaved, and corrupted, 
and the taxes began most rapidly to cucrease. 


Tn 1556, the taxes amounted to £500,000 


Be See Oe aceadd. saaewsdeses 1,800,000 
CW See U0 bea keeeedaceewesan 17,600,000 
And at present 10 .eeeeee eee. BO, 000,000 





* Paine remarks on this, 6 The people of England of the present day 
have a traditionary and historical idea of the bravery of their ancestors ; 
but whatever their virtues or their vices might have been, they certainly 


were a people who would not be imposed upon, and who kept government 


in awe as to taxation, if not as to priociple, Though they were notable 
to expel the monarchial usurpation, they restricted é¢to a republican 
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economy of taxes.” 
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If the system proceeds they wil! soon swallow up all the fand the pariy cujoying this salary has more than once ap. 





capital of the Country, and mortgage to the Crown all the 


territory ; aad anew feudal system will commence, worse 
than that which has been destroyed. 
The vassals of the ancient lord shared his tables, while 


they fought his battles, or tilled his ground, but the vassals 
of the present age will only be privileged to dabour and to 
starve. Such a vrospect, my friend, must indeed endear 
the system of unlimited taxation to this grateful people. 
Such hopes must call forth an emulation that willlead fo the 
most heroic enterprises! When England is again calcd upoa 
to defend her rights and her existence asa nation, Lb think 
I see her half-naked peasantry, and her famis shed. artizans 
marching like the latheand-plaster meno? Palstalf ty pro- 
tect their proud and lordly masters ‘+ who live cleanly,”’ 
though they have not left otf sack! E think [see them, 
full of exultation at the thouzht of being permitied to eat 
all they can kill, and rushing to the batile like so many 
spectres, riseu from the grave of past happiness themselves 
to scare away all hopes of future peace iv others. Perhaps, 
however, by that time, they may become as wise as the ass, 
that being assured bis enemies would not clap two pair of 
paniers upon his back, refused to fight or fly at the request 
of his master, who had already loaded him with as much 
as he could carry. 

That the profusion evidenced inthe management of pub. 
lic aliairs in Kngland is not necessary, ali agree but those 
who are interested in the expenditure, or who expect to be 
saddled upon it. 

There is an army to collect the imposts; a2 army to 
spend them; and another army to preveut the people trom 
éalling the peculators to aceount. [no addition to paying 
the sum of SIXTY MILLIONS for Government, the 
people provide for the poor, pay alk the civil expences of the 
state, and al! that deserves the name of government in the 
internal discipline of the nation. 

Parve, the first writer on political economy, which the 
age has produced, calcalated that HALF-A-MUELLION of 
money was fully sufficient for ALL the just purposes of the 
¢ivii government; aad his estimate of the number of persons 
requisite to discharge the duties of the government ts as 
follows :— 
e+ £30,000 


Three Officers, .... at Ten theusand ponnds each 
 ] 


ee Perr rer ree ive thousand ....... nitmaaeee eee 
(oe a | ne » 40.000 
OS = ar ge «2 40,000 
Two handred ditto .... Five hundred oc... eee coeee MO 
Thiee hundred dutco SW ROMEIEE. cccesceccccs sxe BO 
Vive hundred ditto... One hundred ...... ierieweewney ee 
Seven hundred ditto .. Seveuty-five. ao aken ‘ 52,000 

#497 500 


Thou wilt be astonished to know that the whole of this 


sul, 
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY THREE PERSONS 

sompetent to discharge all the business of the state, ts 
spent in England in the support of ON OFFICE; nay, 


this sum has been found inadequate to support one office ; 


which would thus amply support SEVENTEEN. 





plied to have the deficiency of his allowance made good by 
the people!!! YVhe author of this statement justly ob. 
serves, that if ‘* would be impracticable to find business 9 
sufficient to Justify this expence.”? But peechaps he was 

not aware that those who have very large salavies mast of 
consequeuce have very little business. They ought to 
have (as many of thom have) as much mouey for ove quarter 
of their time, as they cas spend in the remaining three 
quarters. And this isca'led giving cerculafion to the pro. 
perly of the kingdom, for which the people ought to be 
infinitely oblived to their superiors! ‘Thou wilt hardly 
when Dinform thee, t lis 


belicve me, my yeilow friend, 
men wh large fortunes have pensions for doing nothing 
Out signing areccipt for the money; and that it is her 


counted very noble and honorable thus to take the peo. 
ple’s money ; although very mean and disgraceful to do any 
work to obtain it. A lord here would think it a dis. 
grace to be in the same asse:ub!y with a butcher in the 
evening ; but it would be perfectly lordly to owe the 
bafcher along bill ; or to take from the butcher in the shape 
of taxes, what should support his children. and comfert his 
oldage. And for this very /aportant service, whenever 
the butcher meets the lord, he must humbie himself into an 
oriental submission, and bend as lowly as one of thy fa. 
voured flock, whe 4 thou condescendest to take from him 
all that he can spare. ‘To obtain the money which ought 
not to be spent is the grand cause of the national disq tiet. 
But what steps are the people io take, my friend? Those 
who spend tt, are those who order tt to be raised, and sit in 
judgment upon its propriety. ‘Che guardians of the national 
purse have emptied it. Phe watch-dogs that shou'd have 
barked at the approvch of the wolf, have shared with him 
the prey. Lam amazed, and indignant. ‘Phe watehman 
announces that it is time for sleep. Ef ie should break into 
my lodgings, and rob me of my fiftle [ conld punish 
him by the laws. How unfortunate that wublenal justice 
should be dreason, while éudiofdual gustice is a virluc.— 


store, 
Farewell, Thy well wisher, 
VYae Biack Dwarr. 


eee 





LORD GREY’sS PAST AND PRESENT OPINIONS 


ON REFORM ; 


WITH MANY AUTHORITIES IN ITS FAVOUR, 


Sir, 
It was with great grief, that [lately read the report of aspeech, 


said to have beea eclivered owa late auniversary of Mr. Fox’s birth- 
day, by a great public character, deservedly high in public estima. 
tion. Lord Grey has ever been considered as one of the most incore 


ruptible and active of tho-e fiw patriots in the British Parliament, whe 
for many years past, have been vainly endeavouring to stem that tor- 
rentof corruption, which they foresaw would sweep away the remains 
of our once gloricts constitution, He was among the original founders 
of that society- the Friepdsof the People, who first excited the call for 
Reform, and who first pronounced the Hlause of Commons the greatest 
cause of the people’s suilerings, from the want of amore extended ree 
presentation, and a linited duration of the iermof election, The no- 
ble Lord himself, (when Mr. Grey,) brought forward annual motions, 
for radically reforming and purging that honourable house, as the case 
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ofallour evils past and io come. With what astonishment then did I 

read in the London Papers, that on last Friday se’nnight, Lord Grey, 

in a speech wherein he asserted he was as staunch a friend of Reform 

as iu days oO! yore, aiso said— ; \ 
© Lam not uowslling to say, that (think the House of Commons is, 

with all it- imperfections on its head, one of the best securitics the pcoo- 
le of this conntry ever had, for the preservation of their freedom, 

Has Dis loraship then so soon forgotten his denunciations when acome- 
moner—his repeated asserCons that the * imperfections” of the bonour- 
able house, wonid be the destruction of his country ’s freedom —the sink 
mm whien our liberties were one after another gradually swallowed up ? 
Has his fordship forgotten the present situation of the empire—big with 
crime and miset y. With a population, as Mr. Southey confesses, ‘sone 
half Lazzaroni, and the other half seditious housebreakers ¢ — has his 
jord-bip forgotten tha. increasing mass of panperism, Our poor system, 
our fictitious circulating medium, our financial burthens, which no de- 
lusion can cover, of misrepresentation conceal, and which no desperate 
measures can ultimately prevent destroying that very boroughmougering 
sysicm, ‘Tene of the best securities the people of this country ever had, 
for the preservation of their freedom?’ Does be forget that he himseif, 
with the immortal Fox, have been for years predicting these evils, and ac- 
cusiog the honourable house of wilfully and deliberately causing them ? 
Joes he remember the suicide of our own liberties, —a twenty years’ 
crusade against those of our neighbours—the blood, the intellect, the 
suB-Ipins that house has prostituted and sacrificed at the heathen shrine 
of despoiism—does he not see the honourable house feeding the vulture 
of legitimacy, that execrable cormorant preying on the happiness and 
virtue of the world?) And dves this noble lord bid us look up to that 
temple, as the palladium and magazine of our freedom —or was it only, 
aucep irony on those who would make human beings as the beasts oi 
the field?) There have however existed celebrated characters of all 
parties, who both held and expresseé opinions the very reverse 

‘* A melanchely series of events, @hich had eciipsed the glory of 
* Brisain, exhibited a reverse of fortune, which could only be ae- 
** counted for upon this principle, that duriog the last fifteen years, there 
‘*had been a deviation from the principles of that happy censtitunon, 
* uader which the peopie of England gad so long flourished, The dis- 
‘ astrous conseq itencees of the American war, the immense expendi- 
*sture of the public money, the consequent heavy burthen of taxes, 
** aud the pressure of all the cotlateral di@culties produced by the fore- 
* going cireumtances, gradaaliy disgusted the people, and at last, pro- 
* voked them * (o turn (heir eyes iowarg ou themsclyes,’ in order fo see 
‘© if there was notsomething radically wrong at hume, that was the chief 
* cause of ALL the evils they felt from their misiortunes abroad. Upon 
‘looking to that house they found that by length of time, by the origin 
*\ and progress of nudue influewce, and trem other causes, the spirit of 
 Lberty yang the powers of check and control upon the crown and the ex- 
‘ecutive government, were greatly lessened and debilitated; of the ex- 
* istence of araical ervey no one severed to doubt. The House of 
** Commons (in former Pariiaments) had beep base enoug! to feed the 
** infiueuce that enslaved its members; and (hus was atone time the pa- 
“rent and the offspring of corruption.’—@r. Pit, @ay ith, Lids. 

fn another speech, April 18, 1785, when Mr. Pite was sal oud, be soid 
“if we looked back to our history, We should fing that the brightest 
** periods of ite glory and Griumph were those ip which the House of 
* Commons bad the most complete confidence tn their Miniaers, and 
‘the peopte of Laglaud the most complicte contidence in the Touse of 
* Commous ” 

la another debate (-ee Debrett’s Par. Register v. 18, p. 49) Mr. Pitt 
asks, ‘* whether, if there bad always been a House of Commons who 
“were the faith{ul sfewards of the interests of thet countryv—the 
* dilirent checks on the administration of the finances—the steady and 
‘suminfduenced friends of the people—the burthens which herr Consti- 
* (uents are now doomed to endure, could ever have been incurred.” 

The following applicable extract is from a speech delivered thirty 
years since, by amember of the upper House, one ot our most elo- 
qucnt advocates, 

‘* Au addre-sing House of Commons, and a petitioning nation; a 
‘+ House of Commons full of confidence, whea the nation is plunged in 
** despairs in the urmost harmony with Ministers, whom the people te- 
* gaidwith abhorrence; who vote thauks, when the public opinion 
“calls upoa them for napeachments ; who are eager to grants hen the 
“* general voice Gemands reckoning and account; who tn all disputes 
“* between the people and administration, presume against the people ; 
‘* who punish their disorders, but refuse even to inquire into the provo- 
** cations to thems; this isan annataral, a mousirous state of things tu this 
*constuunton, Sir, this is, in plain Roglish, the degraded, divgracetul 
“state of this anembly * @ * ®& ** What ts the vice aud danger 
‘Sof t.e times, in the apinion of those who rule at the present inoment? 
fT. it not a contempt of the authorities of Government, anda disatlec- 
Gon. the parliament of the kingdom ?— What better can be puggest- 
‘ed bythe wedom of man for that evil, than to make the parliament 
Semanaty irom the people—to mike it the ciceture of (heir own e2ea- 
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‘tion? the constituent will then entertain confidence in the represen. 
‘tative, and the representative will feel some more tegard for the 
‘opinions and wishes of thoveby whom he has been sent. Who then ie 
‘to raise up sedition against such a government?” Erskine, 1787. 

‘My Lords this doctrine is not new— itis as old as the corstitution— 
it grew up with m—it is its support. Taxation and representation are 
inseparably united -God hath joined them - no Beitish parliament caa 
put them asunder — fo endeavour to do it is tostah our vilals. -My position 
inthis, Lwill repeat it—L will maintaio it to my last bone, The posi- 
tion is founded on tie laws of nature, for * whatever isa man’s own, 
* is absolutely bis own, -—no man has a right to take it from him without 
* hisconsent, either expressed) by himself or his representative—whoever 
**allemp/s to do it commits aninjury= whoever dees it commits a robbery— 
‘he destrovs distinction between liberty and slavery.”’—Bid. Lord 
Camden’s speech on American tavatlion, 

© The constitution intended that there should be a permanent relation 
‘between the constituent and representative body of the peopte, 
* Willany man affirm that that is now the fact, that that relation is pre- 
* served ? my Lords, itis not preserved, itis destroyed.” * Ldoubt not 
weall agree that something must be donc, A borongh, which perhaps 
no man ever saw, this ts whatis called the rotten part of the Constitu- 
tion. Iv CANNOY CONTINUE A CENTURY 3 if itdoes not drop off it must 
be amputated.”’—Lord Chatham, Jan. 14. 1766. Sce Debrett. vol. 4, 
p. 491. 

* To argue from this supposed deticiency of power in the Crown, ja 
‘** favour of a scheme of Goverumenut (borough-mongering) repugnant 
“Sto every law human and divine, is such an mstance of alavdoned and 
“villainous prostidulion as the most corrupt age never saw.’’—Lord 
Bolingoroke. 

“* What L confess was uppermost in my mind” (said Mr. Bucke, or 
* submitting tothe House of Commons his plan for the better security 
“ofthe independeacy of parkoment,) * what b bent the whole force 
*Sofmy mind to was, the reduction of that Corrupt IsrLurnce, which 
‘Sis itseif the perrennial source of all disorde. which loads us more thar 
* millions of debt, which takes away all vigour from our arms ait 
** authority trom our Government — aud all wisdom frow our councils.” 

* The constitution of tits country’’ Cexchouned Sir G. G. Savilles 
puts mein mind ofan ancientand starely tree near my hous’, whic 
“though to all appearance green and flourishing without, is yel al 
** rel(tenness and corruplion within.” . 

The Duke of Richmond atiinned, ** That Government was carried of 
** solely by means of bribery and corruption. —‘That all test of public con- 
** duct was laid aside, which depended upou freedom of thought, on 
** freedom of acting, The indiscriminate suppert ministers received, te 
** whatever measures they thought proper to prepose, though ever se 
** ruinous and destructive, furnished datly proofs of it; and nothing but 
** the personal virtue of the sovereign prevented this country trom a toad 
‘© loss of liberty..’—See f/mon. x. 17. ¥. 28.) How prophetic t 

Lord Shelburne (See Almon, x. 201 2.) condemns, io the strongest 
language, ** Dhe shameful subservicncy of Parlament.”’” He declares, 
* That before this country or its consuiution is cecovered . that corrupe 
** house must be new modelled. Lt is at present (an. 1778) the source of 
‘Fall corruplion and misfortunes: and Woallother means should fail, the 
** people will probably rise and dvag thew corrupl aud renal representatives 
** trom their seats.” 

Soon after he cails them © The servile followers of the mi ni-ter, ready 
* to obey every mandate he thinks proper to issues totally immersed ip 
‘S tne de pest and dirliest ways of corruption, and lost to ¢ nery sense of 
*€ their own duly, and constitutional importance in the state.” 

Hfatsell, formerly chief clerk of the honourable house, who had every 
opportunity of pevetrating into all the datk and intiicace passaves of 
household infamy and corruption, has him-elf declared, ** What the cen- 
* troul which (he INDEPENDENT Members of the dLouse ought lo huve over 
** the conduct ef (ie MINISTERS, is ENVIRELY Lose.” 

To.these authorities bmay add the celebrated motion of M ,. Dunning. 
The prophetic exclamation of Lord Chatham, May.1771, «* That our 
** whole constitufion is giving way.’ Tee declaration of bis son; the 
eloquent and luminous appeals of Lord Grey himself; and the selemn 
declaration of Mr. Pox, April, 1777, °* That corruption aud patronage 
* had overspreal the land—chat the Aing’s name was trequeolly prestz- 
“tuted by bis ministers, and that majorities were found to sup port the 
** worst measures With as much alacrity as the dbest.”’ 

Peould bring huodreds of other evidence against the opia’on of the 
present Lord Grey; but in Mr. Pawkes’s pamphlet, in Mer, Evang? se 
and inthe works of the Wlustrious Bentham, the most philosophical vhe- 
oretical lawyer in Europe, may be found an ample digest of all. If the 
country asks ibself to Whom are we indeted tor this and the other ¢ urse 
ed afflictiou,—if every state on the continentasks to whom are. we in- 
debted for the fomporary loan of au old mouldy Gynusty, the ce nstant 
respouse into the Briuish Parlamer! ! The approaching Session nay 
be another prook thatthe hooourable house is the source of every sor- 
row and every immoraitty—of all mi-rule, and every despotism. Every 
oyvtion to engrire into the state uf the Coumiry, w//t be quashed with the 
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previous question” —and tELEcT committees will report that something 
miust be done, or the landholders cannot exist, while the interest of the 
fundholder isso predominant. The Minister will attempt to renew the 
property-taxj—he wilt probably succeed: they will not renew the 
Gispension acts, but they will maintain the viréual tyranny, and 
¢hicken the forest of bayonets. A grand attempt may be made to raise 
the corn bill to ninety five! May God, in bis mercy, bless this ill-fated 
country, and the whole habitable globe, by speedily and radically re- 
forming this * * * honourable house. 


I therefore, withthe greatest respect for the lofty integrity and pub- 
lic services of Lord Grey, move as an amendment, ** that the House of 


Commons, in its present conformation, is the great and ONLY soURCE of } 


poverty and vice, and one of the worst securities this country ever 
had for the preservation, or rather for the recovery of their freedom.” 
A treacherous friend, is far more dangerous tlian an avowed enemy. 

‘ IMLAC, 


Argyle-Street, Oct. 14th, 1817. 


TUE -HOLY ALLIANCE; 
OR, 
The Eagle, the Kite, and the Owl, 
A FABLE, 





ates 





Upon a proud aspiring rock 

The royal eagle rear’d his flock, 

And preyed upon the country round, 
As sovereign Jord of all the ground. 

He deemed al} birds of less degree 

His right of prey by destiny ; 

And frightened so the feathery race, 
That scarce a bird dare shew his face, 
His right legitimate and claws 

Served him by right divine for laws. 
And most, except a neighbouring Kite, 
Betook themselves to sheltering fight. 
An owl, safe nestled in a bough, 

That time had rotted through and through, 
Stepped out of doors one dreary night, 
And ventured to address the kite: 

He told his sorrows 0’er and o’er, 

“ Said bow the eagle watcb’d his door, 
How for his callow young he car’d, 
How for himself and mate he feared. 
What motive could the eagle have 
To make him thus a perfect slave, 

With little pleased, nor over nice, 
He pick’d but sparrows up, and mice. 
Then gravely ask’d what Kite thought best 
To get so many wrongs redressed, 
Wrongs, quotha Kite! Owls wronged indeed! 
Why Owls, my friend, were born to bleed ; 
And when an eagle’s wantipg meat, 
Or if a Kite should like a treat, 
Owls should be grateful ¢o be eat. 
Bur oP hay vermin flesh for food, 
{s not for Kites and Eagies good, 
There’s one way left to save your bacon, 
And keep your young from being taken. . 
‘The birds all think your goggle eyes 
Are symptoms you are mighty wise ; 
Eagle and I, advanc’d in years. 
Oppress’d with many a lead of eares, 
¥ ind it now difficult to seize 
The birds that best our palates please ; 
You've nothing in the world to do, 
fAud who so fit for prey as you? 
United in a holy league 
Of force, of rapine, and intrigue, 
' No harm can any one befal, 
And you shall catch enough for all! 
The Owl, who by the by, was sen?, 
The general race to represent ; 
As representatives have done 
In varying interests, chose his own. 
The holy leaguers issned strait 
A magnitcsto of their state, 
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Tn which by bible and by reason’ 

It was dect .red and proved big treason 

ko: any bird to grudge his neck, 

When Eagtec hae hist. -t to break; 

Pigeon or pullet to repine, 

When Kite would concescend to dine ; 

Or mouse that would not quiet sit, 

While masiecr Owl should pick a bit. 

The errors of past times amended, ’ 
All murders were by liw defended ; 

And Eagle, Kite, and Owl in peace, 
Liv’d on the datatiest of the race ; 

Rach wheitted tresh his beak and claws, 
And praised, and fatten'd on, the laws ; 
By which ¢he strong are born to eat; 
The weak to furnish out the treat. in 


Euston Square. 
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Boarp or Conspiracy.—The C rs-General of the A n 
hereby give notice, that they are ready to receive tenders to supply by 
contract the following articles for the use of the M y during the 
ensuing session :— 


One or more substantial PLOTS, perfect in all their parts, with con- 
spirators, ammunition waggons, gunpowder stockings, fishpond pikes, 
and materials for setting the Thames on fire, of the best quality, witha 
suflicient quantity of witnesses requisite to swear any thing that may be 
wanted, Specimens of the PLOTS required, may be seen at the Spy 
Department, and proper standaris for the qualifications of the witnesses 
may be obtained in any of bis Majesty’s gaols. N.B. Green Bags, and 
Secret Committecs will be supplied tu the contractors, by the adverti-ers, 
and proper allowances made for clothing and instructing tlhe witwesses. 


Any number of SEDITIOUS ASSEMBLIES, in any puirt of the 
country ; one or more of which must be in the metropolis, or Wes{min- 
ster ; and for which anadditiotal premium will be given, in proportion 
to the magnitude, and the parties engaged. The persons employed in 
manufacturing these seditions must be named to the T y, and proper 
descriptions of them forwarded tothe Green Bag Board, to prevent any 
apprehension of the fomentors, who will be thus ** deserving well of 
their country.” Expences of travelling will be granted to the con- 
tractors in these cases, provided the agents succeed; otherwise, nothing 
beyond subsistence can be allowed, It is recommended also that the 
agents do not dress so much like gentlemen as Oliver, Castles, and Rey- 
nolds, Such circumstances look suspicious, 


Any quantity of BLASPHEMOUS PUBLICATIONS, and RE- 
VOLUTIONARY HANDBILLS. The contractors here are request- 
ed to observe greater caution than has hitherto been usual; since the 
printers and others employed, have given information before they could 
be taken up. It would perhaps be as well for the contractors to pro- 
vide themselves with private presses; but in this case notice must be 
given tothe proper officers, lest their houses shoald be searched by mis- 
take. 


A few pikes, and new-fashioned knives, to drop in places that are to 
be suspected, and picked up by persons who are not to be suspected.— 
No great price will be given for these articles, but an allowance will be 
made for the dexterity with which they may be employed. 


The Board, consisting of Commissioners Oliver, Castles, Reynolds, 
and Co. sit daily to receive tenders, which must be all sealed, and 
signed by the principals, or they will not be atiended to. 
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Printed and Published by and for T. J. WOOLER, 
58, Sun-street, Bishopsgate. 


Sold at No. 4, Catherine-street, Strand; where all communications 
are requested (o be addressed. 
To be had of the Booksellers and Newsmen in town and country: 
Country Orders are to be forwarded, with a reference ia lows 
for payment. 








